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Real Racing at Rockingham

As anticipated the final rounds of the Classic Touring Car Racing Club’s championships produced plenty of fast but fair racing at Rockingham on Sunday as every driver was keen to finish the season on a high note. 

The Sub Zero: Wolf Classic Thunder Championship/Pro Driver BOSS event was a typical example, with close racing all the way.  Andy Robinson’s mighty Aussie V8 Ford Falcon bellowed away at the start, but Garrie Whittaker’s more nimble BMW soon slipped through to lead. Robinson successfully fought back but a quick spin put him out of contention and so Whittaker pulled away to win. As Robinson struggled to stay ahead of a sizzling scrap between Keith Butcher’s Nissan and Adrian Hawkins (Alfa 33) Joss Ronchetti’s Sunbeam Lotus steamed past them all to claim second place. Despite Whittaker’s overall success he could only tie with John Edwards-Parton on 93 points; so the championship went to the Fiesta driver because he had more class wins.  In the BOSS category Craig Rainer’s impressive winning streak continued, although it was Brian Long who took the title after another class win for his Fiesta.

The 2010 Group One champion Steve Cripps led all the way in the combined

Autoglym Post Historic and the Hammerite Group One Touring Car Championships – but once again the title went to another consistent class winner: Andy Johnson. Tim Scott-Andrews claimed pole position and was hounding the leader until his Rover V8 motor went off the boil, so Mark Osborne’s Dolomite Sprint seized second place after a thrilling charge through the field. The ever-improving Riorden Welby (Rover 3500) was an impressive third. Sixth place for David Howard (Jaguar XJ12) was sufficient to make him the Post Historic champion.

Although polesitter Roger Stanford (BMW M3) led comfortably in the first SVG Motorsport Pre 93 Touring Car Championship event the second race was much closer. Once again Stanford seized the initiative but then at half distance Lawrie Dunster’s similar car squeezed past to lead. Thereafter Stanford fought him all the way and he was just four-tenths adrift at the flag. Leonard Simpson (Vento VR6) was the best of the rest. Despite a misfire Chris Bright (BMW) is the new champion.

Richard Sprigg (Anglia) was delighted to take his maiden win in the Thermex Classic & Historic Touring Car Championship when he finished eight seconds ahead of a Lotus-Cortina driven by his son, Steven. The consistent Jim Burrows (Mini Cooper) was third and a fine fourth place for Chris Partington (Saab) earned him the Driver of the Day award. Last year’s champion Andy Messham (850 Mini) retired with a gearbox problem but he had already done enough to retain his title. 
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